
June 2, 2019 

Ascension Sunday 

 

Dear Parishioners: 

 

After several weeks of consultation with the deacons, parish staffs, and parish councils of  

St. Peter & St. Mary, we have recently completed the process to adjust the Sunday Mass times in 

our parish region. We thank all who have worked cooperatively in this decision-making process. 

The new Mass times, effective Saturday, July 6, 2019, will be as follows. 

St. Mary Saturday     4:00 p.m. Mass 

St. Peter Saturday    5:45 p.m. Mass 

St. Peter Sunday   8:00 a.m. Mass 

St. Mary Sunday  10:00 a.m. Mass 

Additionally, the times for PREP and Youth Ministry will be as follows 

St. Peter Sunday  9:00 – 10:30a a.m.  PREP 

St. Peter Sunday  9:00 – 10:30 a.m.  YM 

St. Mary Sunday  11:00 a.m.– 12:30 p.m. PREP  

St. Mary Sunday  11:00 a.m.– 12:30 p.m. YM 

Note that PREP and YM will now run in parallel in each parish and will both immediately follow 

the Sunday Mass there. 

We thank you for your patience in this decision process.  We did read over each comment 

submitted on the feedback forms and tried to base our decision on those as much as possible, 

especially in trying to keep our parishioners in their own region for the celebration of the 

Saturday evening or Sunday Mass. 

Please see the reverse side for reminder notes on why we are implementing these changes and 

what benefits we hope to gain from them for the parishes. 

 

-Fr. Reutter 

  



Dear Parishioners: 

(The new summer times for Mass, PREP, and youth ministry are on the reverse). 

As we adjust our Sunday Mass times beginning in the new parish year this July, I know that for 

some of you, this change may involve a sacrifice for you and your family.  So I wanted to remind 

you of the reasons for the change and the benefits we hope to gain. 

The main driving factor is the shortage of priests.  As you are probably aware by now, we have 

an increasing number of parishes that have to share a pastor because the number of parishes in 

our Archdiocese has remained almost constant while the number of priests in active service has 

been declining.  Although we have a relatively large number of men in our seminary, we are also 

facing a very large wave of priests who will be retiring soon, so we don’t expect this problem to 

change in the short run.  Please pray that the young men of our own parishes and those across the 

Archdiocese will be generous in their response to the Lord’s call so that in the long run each 

parish can have its own priest. 

By the laws governing the Church’s sacrament, each priest is expected to offer only two Masses 

on a Sunday under ordinary circumstances.  The Church has always held as an ideal that the 

weekly celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection should be one Sunday celebration of the pastor (or 

even the bishop when possible) gathered together with all the people under his spiritual care.  

This is because participation in the holy Mass binds us to the love of Christ but also to each other 

in our parish community.  The Church does allow multiple Sunday Masses when pastorally 

necessary, and several parishioners have told us that it is important to them to arrange their week 

in such a way so they can celebrate the Lord’s Day on Saturday evening. 

The new schedule will allow me as pastor under ordinary circumstances to offer the Sunday 

morning Mass in each parish each week and be present to the majority of my parishioners. 

It will also allow our youth ministry and religious education coordinator to be with the youth of 

each parish each weekend to help form them in the faith and allow me as pastor the possibility of 

visiting with them (briefly) each weekend. 

As a practical constraint, we had to shift the Mass schedule relatively early because we know 

that many families with children are committed to sports and other afternoon activities. 

Finally, the new Mass schedule has the liturgies spaced for enough apart to allow one priest 

adequate travel time to celebrate all of the region’s Masses if necessary.  This is an important 

consideration in the era of priest shortage, when it is often difficult to find priests to celebrate 

Mass if the pastor or visiting celebrant is away on vacation, ill or otherwise unavailable. 

I understand that the new Mass times may be earlier or later than you would like.  As a reminder, 

for those who choose to attend the other parish in the region because their time is preferable, our 

parish office will make sure that your donations are properly credited to your home parish. 

Again, thanks for your understanding.  I hope that these new Mass times will help our parishes 

remain vibrant, united in prayer and facilitate our passing the gift of our Catholic faith to the next 

generation.       Yours in Christ,  -Fr. Reutter 


